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CANADA  AMONG 
THE  NATIONS 


By  J.  A.  MACDONALD 

Editor  jf  -The  Globe" 


Froin  "  Tne  Canadian  Courier,"  January  25lli,  l91  3 


Canada  Among  the  Nations 

A  DroAm  of  Confederation  Wliifli  Came  True — hikI  t'le  Hesultj* 
By  J      A.  Macdonald.  pAlitor  of  Tlie  Globe,  Toronto. 


It  is  the  first  bu9in^'»s  of  Canadians  to  tiiink  al)0»t  Canada.  It  is  the  mark 
of  a  good  Canadian  that  he  takes  the  Cana(Han  point  of  view,  sees  with  Canadian 
.?ye9,  cherisiies  Canadian  ideals,  and  lieips  to  make  Canadian  dream.-,  come  true. 
If  Canadian  prohlems  are  not  solved  by  the  iiiteHi<;eiit  and  Mion^ihtful  judgment 
of  the  people  of  Canada  they  will  remain  unsolve<l,  or  their  nohition  will  n(rf  make 
for  the  welfare  of  Canadians  or  for  the  presti^'e  of  Canada  among  the  nations. 

It  is  the  tirat  duty  of  the  people  of  Britain  to  set  themselves  to  solve  tiie 
British  projdenis.  Tiliat  is  their  busiiness,  not  ours.  So.  too.  wiith  Australia.  an<l 
New  Zealatid.  and  South  Africa,  and  every  other  self-governing  part  of  tlu"  F]inpire. 
We  ihave  all  been  charged  to  "think  Imperially."'  A  few  years  ago  "thinking 
Imperially"  was  the  mark  of  a  progressive  mind,  as  thinking  about  the  "over  soul" 
was  in  the  previous  generation,  and  tltinking  about  the  •'referendum  and  retail" 
is  to-day.  But  Imperia,!  thinking  is  a  very  vague  and  vagrant  o.\ereise  for  tlios'! 
^vho  have  never  thougilit  clearly  and  to  definite  purpose  on  national  afTairs  and  on 
local  .  roblems.  If  the  strength  of  the  wolf  is  the  paik.  the  rea>l  strength  of  the 
pack  is  Jso  the  wolf.  >}mpire  is  a  reality,  strong  and  enduring,  only  in  so  far 
as  the  eomponenft  parts  of  wliat  is  called  Empire  are  fr«>e  to  develop  each  in  it.s 
owii  way  and  to  its  own  ideal  of  citizenship  and  .service.  It  is  for  this  reason  I 
start  out  with  the  aflfirmation  that  the  first  du:ty  of  Canadians  i.s  to  think  about 
Canada. 

WHATf  CANADA  HAS  DONE. 

Canada  has  already  doivj  something  in  world  politics  wilrich  gives  tier  a  phuc 
among  the  nations.  We  are  soni<-times  told  tliat  Canada  has  nothing  to  her  credit. 
We  are  assured  tliat  whatever  Canada  bas  she  owes  to  Britain.  Canada  bas  no 
army  and  her  militia  is  only  sufTicent  for  her  own  needs,  and  for  a  navy  we  'have 
only  a  debate  in  Parliament.  Because  of  all  this  we  are  admonisihed  to  be  humble 
and  not  to  think  of  Canada  more  highly  than  we  ougilrt  to  think. 

My  answer  to  all  that  lofty  talk  is  this:  The  facts  of  history  make  it  plain 
that  were  it  not  for  Canadians  there  would  be  no  Canada,  and  wore  it  not  for 
Canada  there  could  have  been  no  British   Empire. 

What  is  Canada?  It  is  a  confederation  of  all  the  Provinces  of  Britisih  North 
Aflnexiea  into  one  national  unit,  governing  itself  in  all  Canadian  matters,  con- 
trolling its  own  reveniics.  choosing  its  own  national  i>olicies.  and  yet  an  int<'gra.l 
part  of  the  Britisih  Empire  and  loyal  to  the  person  and  throne  of  the  British 
sovereign.  And  every  one  of  tho.se  elememts  in  Canada'.s  status  as  a  self-governing 
Dominion  within  the  Empire  is  the  result  of  Canadian  choice,  of  Canadian  states- 
manship and  of  Canada's  deliberate  action. 


Let  no  Canadian  be  i4;norant  or  forgetful  of  tlie  fact  tliat  if  tlie  old  colon Ui 
Bubjfction  haa  U«ii  ihanged  into  tin-  national  self-govenuuemt  of  t4)day,  tliat 
ai^hieveuient  was  the  work  of  a  i>ast  gt-neration  of  Canadians.  And  in  tliat  aohitnc- 
iiicnt,  ill  their  elVort  to  estaWuii  Iri'i'  national  institutions  without  brt^aking 
tilt'  tii's  of  tradition  a.iid  atTirtion  and  historioal  relation  that  bouiKl  Caniula  to  tup 
motlit'r  Loiiiitrv,  tlioM-  tinst  Laiiadiiiii  national i^st^*  Iwid  no  jtnu'odfnt.  'I  liv  tliiiifj 
they  undertook  to  ilo  had  i.i.cr  before  Uen  done  in  the  world's  hi«tory.  No 
colony  of  any  Umpire,  anoi«'nt  or  modern,  had  ever  achieved  full  «eJf -government 
cxeept  by  cutting  the  ])aint4'r  and  atrikiiiy  for  independenee.  The  American  Colonies* 
in  the  IHtli  century  were  tiie  nexit-door  example  for  the  Canadian  Provinces  in 
tlie  I'.tth  century.  1  he  American  illustration  meant  self  government  hut  not 
limpiie.     Canatla  dreamed  of  both. 

J  .ose  tJanadian  pioneers  had  no  precedents.  Tliey  were  iiathlindera,  tlie  true 
patiiliiuU  In  ot  I'luipire.  William  Lyon  Mackenzie  and  Louis  L'apineau  blazi^d  the 
trail.  Baldwin  and  bafontaine  laid  deep  and  strong  the  foundations.  George 
Brown  and  JoJin  A.  Macdona>ld  reared  the  walla  iSdid  set  tlie  cojiestone.  And  when 
t.  f  superstructure  oi  the  UomiiiLon  stood  fours<iuarv'  it  'Was  a  new  thing  in  the 
[M>!itical  architectuie  uf  the  world.  It  embodied  a  new  idea.  And  the  vital  po«ei 
of  tl.at  iilca  made  [lo.-.silde  the  world-empire  of  Britain. 

Let  there  he  i.o  mistake  at  t.iis  i  .Miit.     It  is  of  fundamenti        .iportanw.      iiw 

old  Htrtuan  idea  ot  empire  was  disproved.     Centralized  authority  o^    r  subje<-t  states 

could  rot  endure,  even   with   Rome,  wihen   those  states  were  far-sea ,t<TtHl,   lesource- 

n.id   iMilatcd   by   the   sea.     Tihe  ease   i>f   the   American  eolonies   proveil   tilie    im- 

ce  of  t'  at  "Iniperium"  idea   in  the  governmen't  of   men  of   tlie    IJritisii   bre«'<L 

■iiany's  experience  witli  ilier  African  possessions  is  another  illustration  to-day. 

^iliat  • 'ry  same  proUiem  fcu-ed  Canada  last  century.     Canadians  demanded  sell- 

^ovoriii-     :t.      It  'lad   to  come,  either   by    independence  or   by   some   other  unexperi- 

uiented  way.      Kveii  ao  late  as  the  date  of  Confe^Jeratioii   pulJic  u[<iiiion   in    liritaiii 

favoured   tie    iiidependt'iue  of   Canada.     Both   Beaconuticld  and  CMadstone   favoured 

it.     Iihey  saw  no  other  way  by  wjiiobiCanada  i-ould  eonie  to  e.xereise  the   requiretl 

rights   of   seilf-governnieint.     They    had   not  seen    the   Canadian   vision,      'llie   drea n 

had  not  come  to  them. 

But  to  Canadians  came  tliat  vision,  dimly  at  tirst,  fitfully,  iMit  ever  b«;<-ki»ning. 
pointing  tiie  way  to  new  outposts  of  civil  liberty,  crossing  the  margin  Ih'voimI 
vvliieh  old  time  loyalty  feared  to  go.  it  was  tJie  vision  of  the  new  Canada.  It  wa» 
the  dream  of  a  free  nation — a  new  free  nation  that  should  lead  a  procession  of 
uiilKini  sovereign  states  which  one  day  would  belt  the  world  with  the  Imperial 
tliig  of  Britain.  Canada  was  first  to  see  the  gleam,  and  first  to  follow.  '1  hen  out 
of  her  penal  twiliglut  AuS'tralia  saw  it,  and  New  Zealand,  and  so  under  the  Soutliern 
Ctoss  there  rose  a  new  Comnionwealtli  and  ft  new  Dominion.  Less  than  a  deiiade 
ago  across  the  blo'id  and  lire  of  the  veldt  the  vision  passed,  and  in  its  light  Boer 
and  British  joined  liands  in  the  new  Lkmunion  of  South   .Africa. 

Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  SouWi  Africa  and  tiie  self-governing  Colony 
of  Xevvfoundland,  tliose  five  overseas  dominions  of  the  King,  are  to  the  liomeland 
of  Britain  like  the  five  fingers  of  a  great  liand.  They  are  all  free;  they  are  all 
vitally  related;  and  they  all  close  towards  the  palm.  And  on  the  stretched  fore- 
finger of  that  great  hand  the  name  of  "Canada,"  first  id  brighteet  jewel  of  them 
all,  sparkles  forever. 

CAXAIJA  IN  THE  EMPIRE. 


What  is  Canada's  jilace  in  the  l-^pin??  That  question  is  in  the  very  forefront 
of  political  deliate  to-day,  not  in  Canada  alone  but  in  Britain.  It  raises  the  same 
vexed  question   for  all   the  other   Dominions.     It  .cannot  be  hushed  or  blinked  or 


•ide-»tepp«(I.  It  must  I>e  fai«il  Miuarely,  wiUi  o{>en  eye*  iiikI  r^to'utr  inindsi.  Faciiij; 
that  queatluri  may  demand  in  thi«  generation  and  on  t)ii>  great  scale  at  Kmpire 
t>he  name  downri^fhtneM  antl  unflinctting  loyailty  Ui  print-ipile  demanded  by  t)>e 
Btru^le  fi>r  Canada'*  self-government  on  the  narrower  otage  of  tlie  Canadian 
riwtnieb  tliree  g^nerationtt  ago. 

Canada's  place  in  the  Kmpiref  Answer  tliat  i|'iie!«ti<in  honestly  imicI  \ou  show 
your  hand.  Either  you  »taiMi  on  this  »Hle,  ft-r  tlie  uwcunpromiHed  national  in- 
de])endeii<'e  wttliin  Imperial  relations  vhic-li  Canada,  in  pr'meiplf  and  more  ami 
more  in  fact,  lias  already  achieves! ;  or  yon  stand  on  tJai  iide,  for  the  surrender 
of  some  part  of  Canada'ti  autonomy,  an<l  fur  tlie  rt'turn,  in  prini'-iple  w.d  also  in 
fact,  to  sometJiinfr  of  tJie  rejected  rale  oi  Dow .ling  Street  and  ''le  Family  Compact, 
No  midd'le  course   is  oj)en. 

'I1ire«-<juarters  of  a  century  ago  Lord  Ihirham  made  hia  epooh-maurking  report, 
Ithat  new  e[>odi  us4iered  in  effective  Par'.'iamen'tary  <j;ovt»rnment  at  once  repre.  "■nta- 
tive  of  Canadian  ■>pinian  and  reejxmsiMe  to  tlie  |)eoplc  >*{  Cbnada.  Through  aU 
tlif^e  years  of  strujijrie  and  change  iaiiada  l«.s  l.atl  stateMuen  who  knew  tlie  8e«ison» 
\vi';cn  to  take  occastion  by  the  lisind  aihl  make  'the  bounds  of  Canada's  freedom 
wilier  yet.  'Rie  widening  of  Cat.ada's  freeKlom,  stage  by  stage,  lias  given  the  lie 
to  t^:e  doubts  and  fears  of  tho;-e  wilio  (*'iarged  that  liWrty  and  «elf-government 
wouJd  destroy  the  loyalty  of  Caiiadransi  and  lead  to  separation  from  Britain. 

Tlie  prop'hets  of  distrust  w«.iled  at  imr  fwtfiers,  as  tliey  waU  now  at  us,  that 
freedom  meant  independence  or  annexati(r!i.  'irwo  generations  <»f  Canada's  growing 
frcoJom  giives  l>»ek  their  answer.  A  free  people  are  never  disloyal  to  their  flag 
unless  tJiat  Hag  spells  eervitmle  or  is  ^stained  wnth  (li.>«tionour.  A  free  people — 
free  to  govern  tfiemselves  even  though  their  governownt  be  fcad,  free  to  frame  their 
own  l«ws  even  though  tliey  work  iiiustice,  free  to  burden  themselves  and  toi 
throw  off  their  burden«,  free  to  tax  themselves  into  poverty,  and  to  knock  the 
shackle*  from  their  unhistrj-  and  trade,  free  to  endure  the  loss  of  their  own  folly 
and  to  enjoy  'the  fruits  of  tilieir  own  latxwr — such  a  people,  free,  independent, 
self-govemiing,  are  never  dtsJoyal.  >'ucJi  fr«*edom  'is  Canada's  tio-<lay,  and  because 
of  that  freedom  all  Camalians  are  loyal  to  Canada  and  to  Britain  and  to  tlie  great 
alliance  of  free  nations  owning  aMeg'ian<>e  to  the  Kiiig. 

But  »uc4i  freedom  is  compromised  iti  every  selieme  <rf  Imperial  organization 
wiiioh  shifts  from  Cana<la  the  seat  of  Canadian  autliority  or  takes  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  Parliament  of  Canada  one  j>arti('le  of  responsibility  for  Canada's  policy 
in  taxation,  in  trade  ■or  in  defence.  Information?  Yes.  All  .the  information  that 
may  be  given.  But  the  jjoliicy  must  be  Canada's,  made  in  Canada,  and  made,  toov 
m  the  free  debate  of  the  free  Parliament  of  Canada.  Canada's  fiscal  jwlicy. 
Cana<Ia'8  tarifT  !*c.hednles  and  Canaula\s  action  in  peace  or  in  war  must  F)e  deter- 
mined rn  Clana<ia_  The  voice  that  speaks  for  Cana  'a  on  all  great  matters  of 
national  moment  must  have  Canada's  authority  and  carry  the  Canadian  ■accent. 
No  Imperial  Trade  ComTTnission.  no  Imperial  Defence  Oommittee  and  no  Imperial 
Cabinet  not  resjKmsible  to  tlie  electors  of  Oanada  can  command  obedience  fron» 
free  Canadians  in  matters  of  taxation  or  of  naval  policy  or  of  military  service. 
With  meanings  wliidi  Kipling  may  not  have  dreamed-. 

X  nation  apokc  to  a  nation, 

A  queen  sent  word  to  a  throne; 
Daughter  am  I  in   .  .    mother's  house. 

But  mistress   in  my  own. 
4 


We  l»ve  Iwen  toKI  with  load  «tnl  insistent  AmphfiHrs  tli*t  Canada's  tlncal  poliiv 
.must  not  U'  Dft'tlitl  at  VVa^hinf^toii.  Witiht-r  muHt  it  In-  settled  in  l^ondon,  or  in 
Aur<tralia,  or  in  New  Ztaland,  or  in  .South  lAfrica,  or  ir.  ^Newfoundland.  If  a 
reciprocal  trade  a^e«>nH'nt  with  tiie  Tnited  Stat«'»  involved  ooTnpri»ini.'<4-  and  miiiht 
meu;i  vontiii-t,  much  inor«>  wo<iid  an  lmi>.'nal  tra  <'  a^rMMm>nt,  covering'  all  th«- 
antatfonistif  trade  interest-*  of  all  tl;e  countric«  of  the  whole  Ivmpire.  involve  (•<>ui 
pronli>^>  and  i-on'H'ict.  If  I'atvada  'had  accepted  tlie  trade  a^n'tsiiu-nt  with  tlie 
United  Stateti,  tlie  vtr\  teiinr*  of  that  agn-enient  left  Canada  free  to  chan^'  it 
or  to  ahaiulon  it  altugiither  at  any  time  and  without  notice.  To  the  fonijmer  wc 
owe  nothing  l>eyoml  the  ternw  of  tic  agree.ment;  in  an  Iinix^rial  pact  it  w<kuld 
not  'be  HO.    'llie  fact  of  allegiance  makea  tlie  differen^ce. 

And  if  Canada  dainin  aiul  exercise*  the  right  to  ojten  or  to  clo«*e  t)!ie  gatci*  of  her 
•trade  as  Itest  may  wrve  <^iiadian  interests,  so  too  niii.st  Britain  Ix'  ileft  fn-e. 
if  it  oerves  British  interests,  to  ke«!p  untaxed  tlie  food  of  lier  jwople  and  to  'hold 
oiHTi  her  markets  for  Uk-  commerce  of  the  world.  In  my  judjjmeirt  no  deeper  insult 
i>ould  tie  offered  to  the  people  of  Canada  than  to  suggest  or  to  suspei-t  tha! 
Caiiflida's  place  in  tlie  Fimpire  could  ever  be  si'cured  or  niade  more  lionouraidf 
by  taviii};  tlie  '-xkI  or  tiie  trade  of  the  jx»ple  of  Brit.'in.  Cana<la  do»'«  n<rt  iiecl 
a  preference  for  !.cr  wheat.  To  ask  for  it  as  tlie  priie  of  allegiance  would  Im-  to 
■beitray  Canada's  honour.    To  t»e  a-ked  for  it  would  be  to  insult  OanaiJa'B  int«:ll.igeiic«v 

In  Tiatters  of  defence  Canada  must  maintain  the  sHine  self-government  she 
exercis  s  in  matters  of  tra<ie.  It  is  quite  true  that  when  Britain  is  at  war  Canada 
is  not  a  n<  utral  uation.  Imperial  relation*  make  neutrali'ty  imjKtosihle.  Bur 
Canada  has  Hie  right  to  remain  a  non-combatant  nation  even  as  a  citizen  has  th.- 
right  to  remain  non-cojuhatant  though  his  coumtry  lie  at  war.  Canada  was  iwil 
neutral  when  tlie  Uotrs  and  British  declared  war  in  Kouth  Africa,  hut  Canada 
was  non-combatant  until  by  the  decision  of  tlie  Canaliaii  'iovernnient  slie  t<K)k 
active  part,  it  is  of  tlie  very  essence  of  national  auto  omy  that  tknada  should 
retain  control  over  botli  tlie  land  forces  and  the  sea  forces  compo8e<i  uf  Canadian* 
and  maintained  by  tlte  taxation  of  the  people  of  Can<ada. 

You  tell  me  that  tJie  Foreign  Office  of  Britain  ought  to  know  U-foreliand  that 
t!ie  Admiralty  cr  'le  War  Office  lould  '  loiwuiand"  tJie  fori-es  of  Canada  in  the 
event  of  diplomacy  leading  to  war.  I  answer  you  that  tlie  iFc-eign  OS'm-  ought 
to  maJce  its  diplomacy  so  straight  and  so  just  that  its  course  would  command 
without  question,  not  tlie  »'ar  forces  of  (Jaiiada,  but  t)ie  moral  jmlgiiient  of  Cana 
dians  and  tlie  sober  and  resolute  support  of  Mie  Minister  of  Vliilitia,  of  tlie  Minister 
of  Marine  and  of  tiie  Government  of  Canadn  and  of  the  Parliament  to  which 
they  are  responsHjtle.  W'hat  is  needed  in  tlie  d'op^ign  Office  and  in  tlie  War  •Offite 
and  m  the  Admiralty,  is  not  more  autocratic  power,  but  a  deejK'r  sense  of  public 
responsibility,  a  modernized  notion  of  national  greatness,  and  the  twentieth  wntury 
ideal  of  social  service  and  social  justice  as  applied  to  international  relations.  The 
wisest  s.tate8men  in  Britain  to-day  regard  it  as  a  .beneficial  discipline  that  the 
few  men,  the  statesmen,  diplomats  and  permanent  official''om>  in  whose  liaiids 
are  the  interests  of  peace  and  war  for  the  Pimpire  and  indeed  for  the  world,  sho'i.Lj 
feel  themselves  responsibJe  not  irere'ly  to  London  opinion,  often  enortsigihted, 
uninformed  and  jingo,  but  also  to  the  independent  moral  sense  of  the  overecas 
nations  of  the  Empire. 

You  will  »ay  to  me  again  tliat  there  migiht  be  risk — "risk"  is  the  word  u-^ed— 
in  leaving  the  question  of  Canada's  part  in  Britain's  wars  to  be  decided  by  respon- 
sible Canadian  authority  as  occasions  may  arise.  Say  that,  and  you  say  either 
that  suoh  war  is  unjust  and  indef  -.ible  in  Ccnada's  deliberate  judgment,  or  that 
the  Minister  of  Militia  or  the  ^    mste.-  of  Marine  or  the  Government  and  Parlia- 


in#nt  are  not  to  be  trudtfd.  If  you  nay  tliat  raii*«In  i»  not  1<»  Th-  trii-l.  i(  in  hit 
day  of  BriUin'8  imt>rg«'my.  you  say  that  tli«-  tk?  wlii.-li  l.imi*  (-iiiia.la  t..  llritaiii 
»  already  fii'  and  in  mi  *aying  you  wland.r  tlN-  1o.\«ltN  und  tlif  iiif-'xrily  of  t!i.- 
l^na<lian   p.Mi,le.     Prenidont  '1  af t  oiKf  said   tliat  "t!.*      •■   wliich   I. in. I-  (  Hi.ada  t.. 

BriUin  i*  impaliwW  «•"!  ''»''*  «"  *■"■•"  •^'"'  *"  ''  '"•  ""**  *'''  '^  '"M'"l|'»'':<'  "* 
honmir.  li^-^it  an  lovo.  I.ut  .>(tron«*r  tlian  ImiUHined  Ihhi.I*.  marc  .■iidiii  iii.-f  that 
-tipulftJvd  U'vn\».  It  ix  tli»'  ti*"  of  a  wnnnion  lif.'.  fi-  t\'  <'f  a  (.minuni  low.  aihl 
t-lu.  indi.>^..liil)If  tio  of  an  ill)..- -binff  Imp.  ri;il  id«  a.  I»  Hat  vitiil  t^.-  CViiiada  liol<l>. 
Ikt  pla<r  in  tin-  Kmpirp. 

CAN^VDA  rv  AMKRK-A. 
Caiada's  plai*  and  function  on  tJtis  .«nivriian  .oi:tiiuiit  an-  d«'t«>rmi!i<M{  liv  \u'f 
pia*-  in  tho  Hriti^'^l  Knipire.  This  your;.'  nation  1  ol.U  t\U  lirU-fontim'iit.  dividing 
with  I'niti'd  St^itv*  the  resourcos  of  'ni.'rica  and  .-^'arintr  r»'*ponHilMiity  for 
AnitTi.an  civilization  and  tJie  duty  \nirri>it  <w««8  to  th«>  nwld.  Vlilliotm  of 
(•itizx'n«  liiivc  .-lian;.'rd  fr<im  on<-  to  tl<'  'it!<r  inakinif  vital  tlio  ti.s  <jf  int4TP»t  and 
of  Imsinffi*  wliiVh  defy  all  boundwriin  and  hwrrivrs.  I'anadft  <lid  nion>  liusin.'^s. 
uit!i  the  l'nit«'d  States  la»t  year  t'  an  wit'i  Britain  and  all  the  rest  of  tl>e  woil.t 
r.  •iii,ii.''d.  G«ti^'rai;'hy  and  t'lie  evrntn 'hf  Instorv  liavf  ma.lc  the*"  two  Knjrli,!!- 
►  [M-aki.iK  nations  the  nearest  neiVlilK/iir-  with  thr  ^TCHV^t  commuii  interest  an. I 
maintHinin^'  unfortified  the  lonpe^t  .onunon  'oundary  of  itny  t»..  nations  in  all 
t'.e  world. 

Let  thfs  !)e  set  down  as  fundauH-ntal :  1  he  i)oliti<at  union  fff  these  two  nation-^ 
is  not  on  tJ-e  program,  ^t  is  nelt'n-r  .lesfred  nor  desiral.Ie  on  ei^t'er  si.le.  Cana.la 
does  not  desfre  ft,  does  not  iiee<{  ft  and  w.rtild  not  approve  it.  I  he  Tnited  States 
doe«»  not  desire  it.  does  no*  n<<vl  it.  and  is  Iietter  off  iwitli.Kit  it.  '!.fie  -upreuu- 
interests  of  each  nation  are  Ix'tter  S4.rvcd  by  their  s.-iwrate  national  cxiHttMi.e. 
Hie  situation  fs  safer  and  sinrpU'r  for  all  he.ause  tw  Cajiw  and  not  one  are  alloat. 
on  the  Atlantfc  and  an  t^ie  Pactti.-,  representfi,;?  i>ijrlfftfi-speakfnp  efvilf/.atioiu 
ideals  and  power. 

The  l)e«*t  jAilosophy  .)f  iiiternatfo'ial  relation*  on  thfs  coiitinent.  aci-«>pted  \>\ 
thoughtful  leaders  fn  'both  c.iui  tries,  wa.-  expressed  by  Seerctary  .)f  Sti.te  Kno.-s. 
when  he  safd: 

"If  tlsere  were  no  Canada  it  w.niTir  Tk"  in  t'le  fnterest  <.l  the  FniU'd  Stat.'^ 
that  one  sb<juld  l>e  cieated  «ii<{  »h./ul.r  In-  a  nation  fn  the  Britfsli  i:mpire.  Tiu- 
power  of  Anierim  to  .lav  i-  the  [mwer  of  the  Tnft.'d  St.ites  ami  the  power  of 
Canada  piu.s  Che  p<w.T  of  Britain.  Were  Canada  separated  from  Britain,  either 
as  an  fndependent  power  or  sis  a  part  of  t»:e  .\ineric-an  Kepirblie.  there  .woul.t 
be  r      plus." 

ThougJitfiil  people  a.11  over  the  United  States  are  ef«nii"njr  to  appriM^iat"  wl  at; 
that  "|>lo«  Britain"  means.  It  meant  muoli  in  one  crrtical  iiunnent  on  Man  ilia  Bay 
in  18fl8.  To-day  it  niean.s  safety  on  fhe  I'aiih".-.  And  it  may  meitn  >«fety  on  tli<- 
Atlantic  if  ever  liie  authori-ty  of  the   Monroe   FXx-trfiie   is   |)nt  to  the  test. 

But  Canutia  on  this  continent  does  more  than  involve  Britafn  in  the  jiresenatioir 
of  American  fntegrity.  As  a  national  unit  fn  the  British  Kmpire.  and  as  the  nexC 
neighbour  t  r  4.000  "mHes  of  f«ie  United  States,  Canada  is  the  bwid  and  the  fntei- 
preter  lietween  Che  two  great  sec-tfons  of  tW  En-U«h-si*flkinff  race,  holdin-r  Imu 
togetlier  fn  one  fraternity  for  tlie  Tifr-'  £  jrood  of  each  and  for  the  Twst  iiiton-sts. 
of  all  t}>e  world. 

CAXAT>A    AVT)    rRAS^C. 
Canada  has  a  tie  of  vital    interest  with   the   Reimblie  of  Frantv.     It   is  not   bv 
.ince.    it    is    not   for   n.>t!iin<i.    that   one-f'hinl   of  Canadian    [leople    are    of    Frencii 
blood,  speak  the  Frem-Ji  laiifnr,i!-'e  and  inherit  the  Freneh  traditions.     It  is  Canada  s 


y  toil  fortiiiK'  tliat  Jivr  i-itiwn»lii|>  i»  not  nil  r  ih'  dull  ant',  iitirotnaiitic  Anglo- 
SaviMi.  it  iiiakeR  not  only  for  variety  at  lion  Ixit  f«»r  «'ntrt'.'*  of  intcres*  ""■'. 
( "i  nientx  of  pre«ti;{«'  aiiroatl.  that  !»o  lurjfc  and  mi  iiii|>urt«int  a  factor  in  C  ■ 
|Hi:iiilation  constitutf*  a  Ixind  of  syjiipathy  and  frat«'rnity  with  t'w  jr"' i  l  -  rn 
IN  public.  It  ii"  one  of  ttw  diftitU'tion^  of  Canada';*  natioirluMxl  tlat  In.  '  <?»♦ 
t«o  prniid  rare-,  tluit  oinf  foim'' '  to  t' »•  knif«',  an-  rmw  M<>nd<'i|  inti>  niif  Cariadian 
luition,  ttotli  In.al  to  t'  ■  nati  iV  tla^i  'n'laii^*-  iiiidiT  that  llaj."  lift'  for  l)t»th  !■> 
.i:>t  ainl  fni'.  AntI  it  .iijrt''  to  1k'.  inilc«'d  it  is.  a  vitial  factt>r  in  tlM-  tordi.i'. 
T  latioiii*  ln'twfen  tlip  Uriti*!!  K.<npir«'  and  bh«'  Frvncli  Rvpirhlif  that  two  and  n 
ifiiarttT  iniiMroim  of  FnMu-h  riti/«'ii«  of  (';inada  uwii  Itiyn  alle^.'iani'*'  to  tht"  'liititii 
llajr.  In  niakinj;  that  fart  p.-^;*it»U'  and  [lotent  Cana  .,i  plays  a  •jrcat  In»iH'ri:il 
I»art  ami  pri>iivott>s  fhe  {H»a<-<'  of  th*"  world. 

C.\^'ADA   .VNl)  OKKMAXY. 

Canada  has  relation!*  \\it!i  lU-nnany  ■w'hich  oii^ht  to  (oimt  for  thf  jri«iil  of 
lioth  conntrios  ami  for  the  pro};i>'««  of  fivilization.  Hiinihcil-  of  tlion-  imiIh  ot 
I'lnadi'an  citizpii.t  art'  of  (Jfrmari  aiii'<'«ir\,  many  of  t!i<-m  (IiTinaii  \>y  liirt'i  ai;d 
I  duration.  Canada  has  i;o  In'ttcr  citiwiis.  notif  »t»'r'li<T  tir  morf  pr<>^rt-siv«'. 
t'  an   those   whos*-   ani'^'strul    loyalty   was      '    th<»    tia>;s  th,    (it  rinan   Statt'^.    a. id 

wilt)  still    lovo   tlie   fatherland  as   truly   as   tht>s«'  of   B       ^li   Urf«'d    lt>\.'   thi-   moors 
and  jflens  and  purple  hVlls  of  their  motlie^rlanU. 

iliis  German  t'hnicnt  in  Canada's  litf  «.  '  nulnntry  s'l-tnild  hf  a  Imiid  tit 
s.\  niiiathy  and  of  intclli^rt'iit  iiiidt'rst'>iiilin'_'  U''  •  -n  Canadians  antl  t'li'  i>i'oplo  ot 
tht"  Ofnnan  Enipin-.  At  this  nion.  ;  iu>  iK-tte  'mjx'rial  serviio  can  he  ri-ndcrt'il 
hy  Canadians  "'an  in  tlelilKMately.  .  ;.nit«'lv  ayid  with  n'st>hitf  persistt'iuf  cstah 
lisliin};  ami  iiiaAin^  strong  all  good  relations  witli  (Jennaiiy.  'I^u've  lias  U'e'i 
so  much  wild  antl  wieked  ftlantlt-iing  of  tht>  Ofrman  Ivinpertir.  rcprt'-ciitin;,'  him 
a«  a  Idood-and-firip  I'var  lord,  despite  the  fait  that  siiue  t' <>  ileath  of  Kin^'  I'Mward 
■lie  has  been  foremost  amoiisr  all  riilers  in  counsel! ing  ami  in  kwpiiiir  tlie  |H'ac<' 
of  the  world,  and  there  lif.s  l>een  so  muiih  mailicious  nd  danjferous  inciting  of 
anti-Oerrnan  fee-ling  in  Canada  and  murfi  more  in  Britain,  fcliat  Canadians  us 
citizens  of  the  Empire  are  under  obligation  to  reihuke  the  slanderers  and  to  tell 
the  wholesome  trutli.  It  is  one  of  the  pities  of  onr  int<'rnationftl  politics  that  the 
Teuton  b!oi>d — so  strong  in  tlie  Royal  Families  of  Iwtli  Britain  and  Oermany, 
Kiiii:  anil  Kaiser  hping  of  conwnon  blood  Wfth  the  privilege  of  blood-relation 
fratiknc-s — it  is  one  of  the  pities  that  fc'iis  st  mg  and  wholesome  'IVuton  blood  in 
fiemiany  a. id  England,  while  thieker  tlia-i  wat«'r.  is  I'ot  able  to  silence  the  war- 
talkers  and  scaremongers  on  bot'i  sides.  I  he  Trimc  Minister  of  Canada  can  render 
no  lietter  service,  eitlier  to  Canada  or  to  Britain,  ttian  liy  .making  Germany  as 
ivell  as  Fraiwe  the  place  of  friemlly  visitation  Vt'^-.eu  lie  nvoves  abroad  as  j)eapeful 
T<pokesman  for  this  Dominion. 

CANiADA  AND  THE  WORLD. 

Canada's  blot^d  nlations  with  t'  e  greate.-t  nations  and  races  nmkes  her  plarc 
in  the  world  uiiiinie,  potential,  and  of  coinniani'ing  interest.  Tlie  question  is  this: 
Wliat  will  Canada  do?  For  w'lat  will  >']u-  stand  ?  How  will  she  btMiave  hers"lf 
when  s'he  conie.s  to  her  own  anioiii;  t!:e  nations?  'Vi'l  licr  vote  go  for  the  disiiro-cii 
ideals  of  tlie  world's  past  greatness,  the  international  bate  and  strife  and  scltis'i 
gre<'d  that  bai)tizeti  tli*'  nations  in  blood,  made  history  a  record  of  international 
crime  and  prosti^ite<I  tlipiomacy  to  ctiicanery  and  deceit?  Or  will  Canada  show 
the  more  <:-xi-e11cnt   vva.\  ■? 

Canada  has  the  right  to  s[>eak  for  peace  and  not  for  war.  On  this  continent 
for  a  bnndred  years  the  peace  has  Ih-ii  kept,  and  along  4.000  miles  of  boundary  thp 


«un  looks  (lown  on  no  yawning  fort  or  menacing  hattlesliip.  With  these  great 
Iwundary  lakes  a«  peaceful  as  mill  ponds,  Canadians  have  the  right  to  ask  of 
tlieir  brothers  of  the  «ame  blood  in  Britain  and  in  Germany  if  the  North  Sea, 
swept  free  of  aU  Dreadnoug*»tB,  tihould  not  be  made  the  sphere  of  Teuton  fellovrahip, 
rather  than  a  wild  and  angry  flood  bearing  the  fleets  of  Armageddon. 

Canada  ihas  lived  at  peace  and  has  ilearned  the  wortli  of  justice,  the  power 
of  law  and  the  true  greatness  of  service.  Slie  has  seen  all  tlie  nations  of  bietory 
burdened  with  war  debts  and  their  mawhood  destroyed  in  war's  incalculable 
slaug^iter.  SJic  Ihas  reckoned  the  cost,  not  in  money  alone,  but  in  heroes  Who  fell 
111  war  and  in  the  unborn  multitudes  who  dietl  in  tlie  lieroic  dead.  That  price 
she  shrinks  to  pay  so  long  as  reason  and  law  and  Christian  civilization  show  the 
more  excellent  way. 

WTiioh  way  wMl  Canada  take?  Before  her  at  this  hour  opens  on  the  one  side 
the  broad  gate  and  the  wide  way  through  whic'li  the  nations  liave  gone  in  their 
madness  and  blindness  and  pagan  folly  to  their  own  destruction.  And  there  opens 
on  the  otlier  side  the  straiglit  gate  and  the  narrow  way  of  national  self-discipJine 
and  int<rnational  civilization  which  leads  to  the  brotherhood  of  men.  based  on 
law  ami  justice  and  honour,  and  hound  up  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God. 

Canada  is  now  at  the  parting  of  the  ways,  as  surely  as  she  was  in  tlie  decisive 
days  Ix-fore  Confederation.  The  issue  then  was  the  winning  for  Canadians  of 
T«8ponsible  self  government.  The  choice  was  then  between  the  only  wav^  known 
to  history— a  declaration  of  independence— and  the  new,  untried  way,"  the  Canadian 
dream  of  national  autonomy,  retaining  the  his.torica'1  British  connection.  Canada 
vhose  the  new  way.  History  has  approved  that  choice.  T!ie  British  Empire 
as  a  world-aMiance  of  free  nations  is  historj's  justification  of  Canada's  first  great 
adventure  toward  nationhood. 

Tlie  issue  to-day  is  at  bottom  the  same.  The  choice  is  between  full  national 
autonomy,  in  which  Canada's  standing  in  the  Empire  and  among  the  nations  in 
all  matters  of  administration  and  of  defence  is  that  of  a  free  nation,  and  it9 
old  alternative,  the  surrender  of  Canada's  control  for  tlie  sake  of  the  revived  but 
long  discredited  "jingo"  idteal  of  Empire. 

iSurely  Canada  will  not  be  recreant  to  her  own  past.  Having  blazed  the  way 
to  nationality  for  herself  and  for  all  the  other  overseas  dominions  she  will  not 
now  go  back.  Having  won  national  self-government  Canada  will  go  forward 
in  her  own  way  until  she  has  .made  her  own  distinctive  Canadian  contribution  to 
the  problem  of  democracy.  It  will  be  to  Canada's  dishonour  if  in  the  free  air  of 
this  new  country  she  does  nothing  original  and  effective  to  make  government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  something  better  than  government 
of  the  people  by  the  privileged  for  the  few. 

More  tlian  tlat.  .By  standing  uncompromiaed  in  her  national  independence 
within  the  Britisli  Empire,  Canada  not  only  helps  to  change  the  .meaning  of 
Empire  from  the  old  and  doomed  notion  of  "Imperium"  to  the  new  and  enduring 
idea  of  "All-ance,"  but  she  also  suggests  by  the  success  of  the  great  world- 
aMiance  of  the  Briti«sh  Dominions  the  larger  oi^anization  of  all  civilized  nations 
upon  a  self-governing  peace  basis.  Sudh  an  alliance  would  put  war  out  of  the 
question  by  exposing  it  as  Ohe  useless,  burdensome  and  disastrous  foUy  which 
historj'  proves  it  to  be.  And  this  new  leadership  can  come  to  Canada,  as  came 
the  first  Imperial  leadersiiip,  not  by  submei^ing  her  ideal  of  independent  national 
autonomy  in  any  Imperial  compromise,  but  by  making  stronger  her  individual ity. 
clearer  lier  voice  and  more  definite  and  distinctive  her  national  opinion.  If  the 
cabal  of  jingoi9.m  suQceeds  Canadians  may  repent  too  late  tliat  for  .less  than  a  mess 
of  pottage  they  sold  their  incomparable  birthright  as  a  nation,  liheir  strategic 
position  in  the  Empire,  and  their  unique  place  of  leadership  in  the  world. 
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